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Upcoming Events
August 1st – Council Officers & Chairmen Mtg 6:30pm @ TMC

August 8th – Unit Presidents & Council Officers
     6:30pm @ TMC

The Georgia State PTA introduced the resolution titled: “Sexting: Legal Consequences”.  

The approved resolution is as follows:
Whereas,    Surveys show that a significant number of youth (ages 13-17) are engaging in “sexting” (dissemination of sexually explicit photographs over cell phones); and Whereas,    In most states the act of “sexting” could result in a criminal charge; and Whereas   Having a criminal conviction would have lifelong consequences impacting higher education and career opportunities including most careers requiring certification or licensing; e.g., government employment, law  enforcement, and teachers; therefore be it Resolved,   That PTA and its constituent associations work with school systems and/or law enforcement authorities to prevent “sexting” by youth through education of students, faculty, and parents regarding the legal consequences of the act of “sexting”.



Have you talked with your children about appropriate use of a cell phone or what they should do if they receive inappropriate texts or pictures via cell phone?

Two Resolutions Passed at Convention
Thank you for allowing me to attend the National PTA Convention in June 2011.  This is my 4th National convention to attend and I enjoyed learning about all the additional ways that PTA is involved in the lives of children.  Brigette and I wanted to share with you some of the things that happened at this years convention.

There were two Resolutions that were proposed and voted on at the National convention this year.  One was on Head Injuries and the other about Sexting.

 The information given during the discussion was informative and we all learned why both of these topics are important to children.

Betsy Landers Installed
(Excerpts from pta.org)
Betsy Landers, of Memphis, Tennessee, became National PTA’s 52nd President on June 12 during a special ceremony at the association’s convention in Orlando. A member since 1989, Landers has held several positions from the local, state and national level, including: local PTA president, Tennessee PTA president and National PTA secretary-treasurer.
Betsy has worked as president-elect for the past two years and is committed to continue making a difference in the lives of children across the nation.

National PTA Convention
Lisa Little, PTA Council President
Brigitte Lindstrom, 1st Vice President
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Visit the National PTA website to view & print the workshop handouts. Share information in your unit!
It’s almost like being there!
Who is Missing In YOUR PTA??
WOULD IT BE THE “T”s???  Are ALL the teachers in your school building members of your PTA?? 

Be sure that each teacher is personally invited to join your PTA and remind them of the great things your PTA does to help them & the children!!!
Continue Chuck Saylors passion, by including MEN in your PTA!! There are several PTA programs created to involve the men.  Children need their fathers &/or good male role models in their lives. 
For ideas & more information
visit the National PTA website!
Saylors Concludes Term
(Excerpts from pta.org)
A historic and unforgettable chapter ends for National PTA® as its first-ever male president, Charles J. “Chuck” Saylors, wraps-up his two-year term (2009–2011) at the association’s annual convention in Orlando. During his tenure the association championed male involvement, diversity, partnerships, and advocacy.

Through Saylors’ passion for actively engaging men in the lives of children, the association launched Millions Hours of Power; an initiative that calls on men to invest time in a child’s education. The initiative, along with new alliances with male involvement groups, engaged more fathers (including Super Bowl-winning coach Tony Dungy) and called much needed attention to increasing male involvement.
First Ever Male President Ends Term
Did You Know??

Our St Joseph PTA Council was formed around 1921.

In 1925 Mrs. W.A. Masters of St. Joe was the Missouri PTA State President.  She started our monthly publication, which is now known as the Contact. 

Our state office was housed at the Kirkpatrick Building.  Total state and national dues were raised to 15 cents per member.
Did you know that the SJSD has a policy in place already??
 The Kansas State PTA introduced the resolution titled: “Head Injury Reporting”. 

The approved resolution is as follows:
Whereas,     Approximately 1.4 million Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI) related deaths, hospitalizations, and emergency department visits occur each year in the United States, and  Whereas,  The results of a head injury can include short term effects such as concussions, loss of consciousness, or lethargy, and/or long term effects such as organ damage, coma, or death, and Whereas,   The full extent of a head injury may not be immediately known and often requires a comprehensive medical evaluation to determine, therefore be it
Resolved,    That PTA and its constituent associations education its members, and school personnel on the seriousness of head injuries and the need to report them to parents and/or guardians for monitoring and further follow up, and be it further
Resolved,     That PTA and its constituent associations work with state and local education agencies to establish, adopt and implement communication procedures to contact parents and/or guardians at the time head injury to a child occurs in the school setting.
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History Has Been Made with the President Elect
A motion was presented by the National PTA to increase dues from $1.75 to $2.25.
The rationale of the request according to the National PTA was to possibly engage in an aggressive membership campaign on all levels of the association; they would like to initiate a world class data management system to engage members in all types of technology; program enhancements are needed for the Reflections, Family Engagement and Healthy Lifestyles programs; training is also needed for effective leaders on every level. 
After much debate the motion was passed to increase dues effective immediately. 
A quick check of unit bylaws will allow PTA units to know if they will need to take immediate action on the local level. If unit dues are $4.25 or above, units will have the funds to cover the national dues increase. 

Otha Thornton of Smyrna, Georgia has been chosen to represent the National PTA as President-Elect for the next two years. This is the first African American Male President!
A retired United States Army Lieutenant Colonel, Thornton brings a history of service in his children’s schools, in his state and for his country. He has served on boards in the local, state and national levels. Current services include the National Legislative Committee and as a member of the Board of Directors for the Georgia PTA.
Thornton has been married for 22 years to his wife Caryn. They have a daughter attending Spelman College and a son at Morehouse College.

Assess your units’ diversity; does your unit reflect the talents of the community? Does the diversity of your membership reflect the diversity of the school population? Why or why not?  As leaders we have to learn to appreciate the talent and skills each member brings to the table. Recognizing the motivation for every individual and respecting that motivation will provide basic groundwork for relationships with members.
Types of motivations can include: personal, general, social, professional or recreational. Whether advocating for our children, wanting to have input on an important decision, needing interaction with other adults or looking for leadership opportunities, each reason for being involved is important and will lead to a greater diversity of membership.
A diverse team encompasses all ways people can be different from each other, and all the different way they can learn from each other. Single parents, working parents, men, grandparents, non-English speaking, school staff, and elected officials are all from very diverse backgrounds and can work together for a cause. A diverse unit will bring many new ideas, skills and perspectives to the table, which will in turn facilitate the growth of your group. 
Emphasize what can be gained by becoming involved and people will respond positively as the organization begins to meet their needs. As PTA members, we do not remove our PTA cap when we leave the school or monthly meeting. Be prepared for an opportunity to invite someone to join your unit. Know facts about programs your PTA is involved in and use them as talking points.
Legitimize yourself by being consistent in your belief of PTA and create measureable goals to demonstrate the effectiveness of your unit. Offer to share relevant information about the work of your PTA.  Stop and listen to the person you are inviting to join your unit. There may be a specific program or event in which they are interested. Remember what individual people have said about their interests or projects they are working on. A working Mom might be interested in projects she can help out with at home, while a stay-at-home Mom may be willing to help a classroom teacher, or a Dad may be great with a hammer, these are all great skills for different tasks your unit may be undertaking or planning.
Ask for a commitment to join, so you can work on a common agenda or goal. Integrate the person into the process, keeping in mind they are a potential leader. If they decline your offer to join your unit or committee, do not take the rejection personally. Make sure you follow-up with them, as schedules and feelings can change making them more open to a PTA opportunity.

Building A Diverse Leadership Team
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COUNCIL MEETINGS
are for All Unit Officers, Principals and Council Officers & Chairs.

Please mark your calendars for our first general mtg:

Sept 6th – All unit officers & principals are invited
7:00pm @ Hillyard
Technical Center Room 103
Meeting with a Decision Maker can be intimidating, but it can also be a powerful process.  A Decision Maker is a person, who can give you what you want. He or she is targeted because of the power you have over them, either through needing your votes or support. Meeting with a Decision Maker is one tactic in an overall plan. And it is an opportunity to display your organizational power.
PTA members meet with decision makers on a regular basis. On the local level we meet with teachers, principals, superintendents, and school board members. But we can also meet decision makers on state and federal levels. These would include State Representatives and State Senators, U. S. Representatives and Senators or their aides.
The first step in meeting with a decision maker is identifying the primary target who can get you to your goal.  Once this target is identified prepare and plan for a meeting. Call for an appointment, plan the tone, and prepare for the possibility of concessions. Analyze your power, if they are going to need votes for an upcoming election, the more support your group shows by signatures or by arriving at the meeting as a large group will give you leverage. 
Select the people whom you want to go with you to the meeting. You will want them to share your beliefs, but it is not necessary for them to belong to your group. Perhaps there are several groups trying to achieve the same goal.  The groups can work together and show greater strength in numbers.
By meeting with decision makers you can gain victories and establish your power as a group or individual. You can also begin to build relationships and trust with your target.  These meetings can also develop leadership skills of members.

Meeting with Decision Makers



We’re on the Web!
stjoepta.org

Join us on Facebook –
St Joseph MO PTA Council
PTA provides the “strength in numbers” and allows us to speak with ONE VOICE united to benefit all children!

St Joseph PTA Council
Lisa Little, President
3020 Kathleen Ave
St Joseph MO 64506
TO OUR PTA SUPPORTER:
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